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Preface

Cleveland Clinic Current Clinical Medicine springs from a web-based 
textbook of medicine that has met with success for more than a 
decade. Two attributes characterize the chapters in this book: authors 
are either current or past members of the Cleveland Clinic staff; 
wherever appropriate, chapters reference, expand, and elaborate on 
nationally produced clinical practice guidelines. I am extremely 
pleased with the reception of the book’s first edition. There have been 
many positive reviews, some with helpful suggestions for improve-
ment. And we listened. In this edition are 18 new chapters and 61 
substantially updated ones. More than ever, it covers topics most 
likely to be seen by a generalist. It retains simplicity and practicality, 
as well as the beautiful artwork, photographs, tables, and figures. It 
seeks to be your daily medical guide.

The book rests on the shoulders of the Section Editors. I owe 
them special gratitude for their commitment to the project. The 
Section Editors are recognized experts with considerable clinical and 
editorial experience. They have assembled the best experts from their 
respective specialty areas to produce a work that will be of maximum 
benefit to the practicing clinician. Although most current Section 
Editors have been present since the inauguration of the web-based 
virtual textbook, Disease Management Project, some have moved on. 
Brian Bolwell, MD, a longtime member of the Cleveland Clinic 
Taussig Cancer Institute, holds many important posts; he may best 
be known for his development of the highly successful bone marrow 
transplant program. Brian served as the first Section Editor for the 
Hematology and Oncology Section. Donald Vidt, MD, served as the 
inaugural Section Editor for the Renal Section. He retired after 
devoting more than 40 years to an active consulting practice in 
hypertension and renal disease, combined with medical education 
and clinical research. David Longworth, MD, was the first Infectious 
Disease Section Editor. Dr. Longworth served for many years as 
Chairman of the Department of Infectious Diseases at the Cleveland 
Clinic. He has published numerous articles in scientific journals and 
book chapters; he has also edited four textbooks. He is currently 
Professor and Deputy Chairman, Department of Medicine, Tufts 

University School of Medicine. Since publication of the 2009 edition 
of this book, Patrick Sweeney, MD, and Herbert Wiedemann, MD, 
have moved to Emeritus Section Editor status. I welcome aboard new 
Section Editors, Jinny Tavee, MD (Neurology) and Raed Dweik, MD 
(Pulmonary).

The lion’s share of thanks goes to the chapter authors. Each is 
inundated with requests for intellectual contributions—no surprise 
given their stature in their respective fields. That so many would 
agree to support this book is a source of tremendous satisfaction. I 
am beholden to each and every one.

As important as authors and editors, the daunting task of publish-
ing a textbook requires an extended family of publishers, editors, and 
project managers, and a legion of support staff invisible to the Editor-
in-Chief. This book relied on the willingness of Rolla Couchman, 
Acquisitions Editor at Elsevier, to see promise in this work. His 
encouragement and good cheer were invaluable. His successor, 
Druanne Martin, was a tireless advocate. Rolla and Druanne have 
since left Elsevier to be replaced by the equally capable and encourag-
ing Dolores Meloni. Elsevier’s Developmental Editors, Julia Bartz 
and Mary Beth Murphy, and Project Managers, Jeffrey Gunning and 
Pete Faber, all played major roles in making this work come to life, 
and I thank each of them. At the Cleveland Clinic, Ronna Romano 
deserves special thanks for having ably served as the first manager of 
this work. Donna Miller and her team did a superb job of crafting 
each chapter into a unified website.

Finally, it is appropriate to recognize the Cleveland Clinic as an 
environment that fosters excellence in medicine and urges its faculty 
to be the best. The founding fathers of this organization urged its 
creation more than 90 years ago “… to act as a unit.” More than 
words, the Cleveland Clinic culture provides an environment of 
mutual support for development of best clinical practices and for 
education of those within and outside our walls.

William D. Carey, MD
Editor-in-Chief
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